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Dear Jim Shooter (Emp) 
& Defiers (Zoms): 
Thave read all the DEFIANT 
comics and think every one 
of them is great! Especially 
PLASM. I love the story and 
the artwork. At first I 
thought, “Oh, no, not anoth- 
er new comics company, 
that’s three this year.” But 
once PLASM #1 came out 
and I read it, I thought it 
must take a genius to figure 
out a story like that. It can’t 
get any better than this. 
Best of luck, 
Jarell Douville 
Santa Cruz, CA 


Mr. Shooter & Co., 

I have just finished reading 
WARRIORS OF PLASM #3, 
and I must say I’m shocked 
by the quality in this book. I 
always had faith that any 
Jim Shooter and David 
Lapham book would be a 
hit, but this was way past my 
prediction. 

The way each page flows 
is great; I never have that “I- 
don't-feel-like-reading-this” 
feeling I get with some of the 
other companies’ books. 

And the living organisms are 
really believable in the way 
they're drawn; usually I can 
say, “Jeez, these things look 
really messed,” but with 
WARRIORS OF PLASM 
everything belongs. 

You also picked a great 
group of people for the 
Warriors. They're not all 
strong, pretty, and invincible 
supermen. They actually 
think out their situation and 
use common sense to avoid 
danger or win a battle. You 
have the most unbelievable 
setting for your book, yet 
everything seems so realistic! 

What'll you guys think of 
next?! 

Jon M. Hallock, Jr. 
Williamsville, NY 


Dear Jim Shooter, 

Welcome back. I missed you 
and your friends. 
Congratulations to all on 
another success. The new 
title Plasmer—oops, I mean 


WARRIORS OF PLASM—is a 
good piece of science fiction 

So, do comics sell 
because of brand name and 
character recognition or 
because of art and storyline? 
the market is filled with 
garbage, and many good 
comics have sunk to lows 
that should be embarrassing 
to their owners. the new 
Batman, X-MEN, etc. are 
examples of titles with mar- 
ginal content and a loss of 
focus. For those who believe 
in brand over content, there 
is an old fable about the 
emperor who had no clothes. 
Professor X, Superman, and 
Magnus are naked. The 
female characters nearly are: 
Seen Susan Storm-Richards’ 
outfit recently? 


I was born in 1960, and 
my mom would get comics 
at the rummage sales she 
scoured each weekend for 
clothing and necessities for 
our large family. Comics 
were an escape and, 
unknowingly, an inspiration 
for me—to dream about 
technology, space, and the 
human condition. Iam now 
a scientist at NASA. 

It was Stan Lee and Jack 
Kirby who took comics into 
a pseudo-scientific realm. 
Today the Marvel machine 
has abandoned that pseudo 
reality for a reality contain- 
ing revisionist writing (e.g., 
Cable), senseless violence, 
and techno-magic. These 
stories are the creations of 
lazy writers and editors who 
sell out to the least common 
denominator in human intel- 
ligence. The 8-to-80 market- 
ing plan: violence for the 
kids and sex for the adults. 


Your interest in quantum 
mechanics is great, but 
quantum mechanics is an 
incomplete theory for 
explaining our reality. 
Relativity cannot be recon- 
ciled with quantum theory. 
The grand unification of 
physics has yet to occur, so 


keep your interests broad, 

Recently, ecologists-biolo- 
gists have found evidence 
that all of the five basic ani- 
mal phyla exploded into exis- 
tence within one to, at the 
most, twelve million years. 
After three billion years of 
life, all the animal forms that 
ever evolved appeared sud- 
denly, “in the blink of an 
eye.” Inexplic-ably, not one 
new life form has appeared 
since then: All complex ani- 
mal life forms are variations 
of these five basic phyla. 
What biological mechanism 
evolved that permitted such 
genetic and functional diver- 
sity, and what conditions 
prevailed that would nurture 
such radical life forms? We 
do not know. So much for 
the evolutional and ecologi- 
cal gradualism that we com- 
fortably believed in. Nature 
is abrupt. 


Lagree with Deborah's 
editorial on humankind’s 
violent past and present. 
Congratulations to her on 
an intelligent defense of 
“adult” themes in comics. 
Killing is not a topic most 
comics would address 
except in its most simple 
form—action sequences. 

Violence is struggle in its 
most aggressive form and 
should be acknowledged in 
our culture, our stories. We 
are a violent species. Sadly, 
writers often use violence as 
a substitute for plot and 
purpose. Isaac Asimov 
loosely said in his “Founda- 
tion” series that violence is 
the last act of a small and 
desperate mind. 

The best comics involve 
ordinary people doing extra- 
ordinary things—not 
because they are preor- 
dained or have superpowers 
but simply because they see, 
think, and have super-con- 
tent. Why do so many 
comic book characters need 
superpowers to act heroical- 
ly? What about the over- 
weight New Jersey copy 


whose dedication inspired 
the PLASM warriors in their 
struggle? Fantastic! 
Sincerely, 
Joseph Coughlan, 
Ph.D. 
Mountain View, CA 


Jim— 
I'm sixteen years old, and I 
started collecting comics last 
May. Before I started read- 
ing comics, I was a trouble- 
maker who hung out with 
the wrong crowds, Comics 
gave me a different thing to 
do besides getting in trouble. 
I started by reading X-O 
ManoWar #18. Then I went 
on to Shadowman, Magnus, 
and so on. Now that I have 
almost all the Valiant back 
issues and have read them 
all, I learned that the stories 
were better when you wrote 
them. You are a great 
writer: Valiant isn't the 
same now that you're gone. 
When I heard you were 

coming up with a new com- 
pany, I couldn't wait for 
your first comic. My dad 
got the first printing PLASM 
binder and cards, and I'm 
getting two of the DARK 
DOMINION binders and 
cards. I also bought six of 
the PLASM #ls. What a 
great story! Now I've got 
DARK DOMINION #1, and 
it's great, too! I'm just writ- 
ing to tell you that I love 
DEFIANT so far. 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Rock 

Dana Point, CA 


Dear Mr. Shooter: 

Ijust got PLASM #3 and have 
two comments. Actually, I 
could probably go on for 
pages... 

One: The Org citizens 
speak English. This doesn’t 
seem in line with your 
attempt to create a truly alien 
culture. Even if we can accept 
that the Org folks are very 
like humans (apparently, 
Elvis Mazerov can tell us how 
deep the similarity goes)— 
due, I suppose, to the proxim- 


ity of the alternate universes 
holding PLASM and Earth— 
it’s a far cry from that to say- 
ing that the Org people hap- 
pen not just to speak and 
write in an Earth language but 
also the very Earth language 
all Our Heroes speak. My 
guess is that Lorca implanted 
Org language into them while 
they were in the vats after 
their abduction so that he 
could more easily command 
them. Alternatively, perhaps 
Cookie is translating for them 
all unconsciously. Whatever 
it is, you should explain it. 
Two: If Elvis is not going 
to be the team leader, even in 
combat, I don’t see what he’s 
good for, Everybody but 
Cookie is tougher than he, 
and Cookie is better at gather- 
ing intelligence with her 
telepathy than Elvis is with 
his invisibility. He is a com- 
parative lightweight and a 
jerk, and recently proved care- 
less, as well (when he let his 
location slip to Sueraceen just 
because she has breasts the 
size of her head). His only 
value to the group besides 
being simply another warm 
body is his ability to make 
plans and implement them 
quickly. If Mrs. Johnson is 
better than he is at that, then 
there is no reason for the rest 
of them to put up with him. 
It’s good that Mrs. J makes 
policy decisions, but I recom- 
mend returning Elvis to the 
position of tactical chief. 
There are any number of 

good things in this issue— 
Cookie’s sympathy for the 
“fishy” and the splatterball; 
the outlandish Org disguises 
for Our Heroes; the intrigue 
between Sueraceen and 
Ulnareah; the noodleworms; 
the way everything goes dark 
when the Reverend uses his 
power—but if I take time to 
mention every good thing ina 
DEFIANT comic, I'll have to 
quit my job, and then how 
could I afford to buy more?! 

Sincerely, 

Daniel H. Bigelow 

Cathlamet, WA 


